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Examining the Present,
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for diverse deaf and hard of place among Native become the first deaf
hearing children and is an Americans and teacher of deaf and hard
acknowledged expert on African Americans who of hearing children and the
the topic of using ASL and were deaf or hard of hearing. first deaf teacher trainer in the United
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modern-day deaf and hard of hearing
people. We need to return to Clerc’s
days and examine how he approached
deaf education. We need to start from
square one, this time with deaf and hard
of hearing professionals leading the way
just as Clerc did.

Another positive change I see is the
increase in deaf and hard of hearing
people who are self-educated and use
sign language. We need to analyze how
they have become fluent in reading,
writing, and signing. With this increase,
why are their accomplishments not fully
integrated into research or studies on
deaf education? Clear identification of
how deaf and hard of hearing people
have become literate in reading, writing,
and signing must take place. After all,
fluent signing is not magic nor a secret;
it emerges from ongoing interaction in
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signing at school, at home, and with
friends during the early years. Successful
reading is not magic nor a secret either;
it requires reading, reading, and reading.
Immersion in both signing and reading
is how deaf and hard of hearing people
can become literate.

Finally, the third positive change I see
is the proliferation of allyship. I see
increasing numbers of allies working
with deaf and hard of hearing
professionals and researchers. They are at
long last respecting our lived experiences.
Historically, hearing professionals have
studied deaf and hard of hearing people
and then explained what they thought
was best for us. Again, we should look at
how Clerc profoundly changed deaf
education in the United States. Clerc
knew what was best based on his own
experiences as a deaf person, but he also
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had an ally—one who was hearing and
listened to what he had to say: Thomas
Hopkins Gallaudet. Let’s not forget the
other ally: Mason Cogswell, Alice’s
hearing father who helped bring Clerc to
the United States. We are now returning
to that allyship among families,
educators, and professionals who
sincerely listen to deaf and hard of
hearing people.

These three positive changes—deaf
and hard of hearing professionals and
researchers working through a deaf-
centric lens; the increase in literacy in
reading, writing, and signing; and
allyship among hearing people—are
what we can look forward to in the
future. By looking to the past and
examining today, we can see what exists
for the future ...

and find our hope.

®  Puerto Rico
3 : andVirgin
i Islands

Lisa Jacobs, Pam Snedigar, Sheri Cook, Todd Higgins,
Director Director Director Director Director

Office of National Outreach Ohlone College Austin Community John A.Logan Northern Essex
Gallaudet University Fremont, CA College College Community College
Washington, D.C. Austin, TX Carterville, IL Haverhill, MA



