Portfolios for Student Growth

Introducing Portfolios Skit

· Props on bulletin/magnetic board: deep sea diver, treasure chest, jewels, oysters, pearls, treasure chest connected by string to each of the 5 outcomes.  

· Important terms written on white board.

· Performers wear leis and hold diving equipment.

Sharon:
HI!  Welcome back to another school year.  How was your summer?

Charity:
Oh it was great!  The two of us took a trip together.

Lynn:     Yeah, deep sea diving.

Sharon:
Deep sea diving?  Do you know what that is? (to the students)

              (Get correct answer)

Charity:
Right, we went out on a boat, put on our diving suits, goggles, masks to protect our eyes, flippers and oxygen tanks to help us breathe under water.  And then we dove into the water.  We were looking for some-thing small, but very valuable.  Can you guess what we were looking for?

  
 
(wait for only 1 or 2 guesses, then continue)

Lynn:
The water was beautiful and clear. What do you think we saw in the water?  Fish, big and small, octopus, sharks, etc.  But we were looking for shells-the special shells that hold the beautiful, valuable thing we were looking for.  Do you know what they were?  (to students) 

Charity:
And then finally, we saw them…..way on the bottom of the ocean floor. Lynn and I dove down to get them. Did you guess what we found? Shells hold these beautiful, small and valuable things.  Know what they         are?  Oysters!

Sharon:
Oysters! WOW!  Do you know what’s often found inside the shell of oysters?  Something very small and valuable.  Pearls, right!


(Sharon continues with explanation-portfolios are like diving for pearls.  Searching for something valuable, “the best”.  You find that, the best, and include that in your portfolio. She continues and explains the schedule, grading, the meaning of the term “reflection,” etc.)

Activity - Summer Reflection (due today):

Remind students of the skit and how we “reflected” about our summer experience.  Explain the importance of reflecting about past experiences and how that helps us to learn from mistakes, recall important information and grow.  Students will return to their classes and answer the following questions to be included in their portfolios: 

· What did you do this summer? Explain

· Describe something you did this summer that you have never done before.  
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