
[image: image1.wmf]Model Secondary School for the Deaf

     Community Service Guideline

Community service combines meaningful service to the community with curriculum-based learning. It is unpaid work performed to assist non-profit organizations as well as government agencies in their tasks to improve community life.  

At MSSD, we want our students to demonstrate achievement in the five outcomes:  essential knowledge, communication, critical thinking, emotional intelligence and life planning.  We therefore define community service as unpaid work that emphasizes citizenship and experiential learning, contributes to the larger community, and helps students develop their five outcomes.  

We firmly believe that students improve their academic skills by applying what they learn in school to the real world.  After the completion of each community service experience, students are asked to reflect on their experience to reinforce the link between their service and their learning.  The community service form is used for reflection and for documentation purposes.  

Community service forms, are available from the Transition Counselors and/or Team Leaders.  Forms can also be downloaded from the Laurent Clerc National Education Center’s website by clicking on “About MSSD” and looking for the link to “Community Service.” 

Students must document nine (9) hours of community service for each academic year that they are enrolled at MSSD.  This requirement must be satisfied each academic year and is one of the criteria for promotion to the next year and for graduation.

Student responsibilities:

Identify appropriate site(s) for community service to earn nine hours each academic year.                (See “Acceptable List of Community Service Activities” below for more information).

After each activity, complete the community service form. The form must contain the community service supervisor’s contact information and signature.  For each activity, include a business card or a program brochure that explains the type of work the agency conducts. 

For each activity, reflect on the questions or prompts written on the Community Service Form

· Submit your community service form to your portfolio advisor for review and signature.

· On Community Service documentation days, bring signed forms so your hours can be officially documented.  Hours not documented will not count toward meeting your requirement.
· Place the original form in the portfolio and file it under the appropriate outcome category or heading.

Acceptable List of Community Service Activities

1.  Senior Citizen Projects:

· Yard work, shovel snow, work around the house.

· Grocery shopping, reading the newspaper, books, magazines.

· Write letters for seniors citizens at an approved facility, write a journal type documentary on the life of some senior citizens in the community.  

· Volunteer at the local senior citizen center.

2.  Projects with Children

· Tutor at a local neighborhood school or daycare center

· Present special programs to young children such as signing stories.

· Assist with a Little League team.

3.  Community Projects

· Assist city governments, or civic associations with the planting trees, flowers, or maintaining cleanliness at a city or neighborhood park.

· Participate in the Adopt-a-Highway program.

· Help out a sick neighbor by running errands, taking out the trash, bringing in the mail.

· Help around your place of worship, clean-up chores, teach Sunday school, assist with a festival or bazaar, babysit in the nursery of the event, pay a musical instrument.  

· Volunteer at the local public library.

· Volunteer at school events such as Family Weekend or sports event.

· Work on a graffiti clean-up campaign in your community.

· Help at the local nursing home or volunteer at your local community hospital.

· Assist with special school projects such as Deaf Awareness Week, Black History Month, or National Heritage Hispanic Month.

4.  School Based Projects

· Become an active member of the peer mediation and/or conflict resolution teams in your school

· Serve as a school guide during special events.

Services rendered at home, for a neighbor or relative, or volunteering for for-profit agencies are not an acceptable community service activity.  We recommend that students meet with their Transition Counselor or Advisor before proceeding with an activity that is not part of the list.

Here are helpful links to websites of agencies where community service can be arranged:


www.communityservice.org


www.dc-cares.org

www.doingsomething.org


www.volunteermatch.org
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM

1. Who is responsible for finding and arranging my community service opportunities?

You and your family are responsible.  MSSD will offer you opportunities to collect hours in school during the academic year.

2. Can I do my community service outside of Washington, D.C.?

YES.  Proper documentation of the agency contact is necessary for verification purposes

3. Can I earn service hours through my place of worship?

YES.  Speak with your pastor, rabbi or minister about different possibilities that they need to be done but do not have enough personnel to do.  
4. Where can I get verification forms for community service?

You can download and print the community service form from the Laurent Clerc National Education Center’s website by clicking on “About MSSD”and finding the link to “Community Service.” Or, get a copy from your team’s Transition Counselor or Team Leader.

5. After I get my community service form completed, to whom do I submit it? 

Submit your form to your Transition Counselor or Team Leader for verification.  When this is done, file it in your portfolio and submit a copy to your Transition Counselor.  

6. Do I have to do all of my hours at the same place?

NO. Although you can complete all nine (9) hours at the same place, we highly recommend that you try to vary the type of service and the beneficiaries of your service to expand your knowledge and experiences.

7. Can I do all of my 36 hours in one summer?

NO. You may only do up to nine (9) hours in one summer.  You must complete all your nine hours before you are promoted to the next year level.  For those who have been to MSSD since their freshman year, they will have to present at least 36 hours of community service.  

8. Can I help senior citizens in my neighborhood and receive credit for hours earned? If so, who signs my form?  How can I get the documentation?

NO.  If the activity is not sanctioned by an organization for senior citizens, it may not be used for community service.

9. If I baby-sit for free, does that count as service hours?

NO.   Babysitting for your family or a neighbor does not count as service-learning hours.  However, if you were to assist with childcare at a place of worship during services and you were involved in the preparation, action, and reflection with the adult in charge, service-learning hours can be earned.
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