
Teacher/Staff version with examples for selected questions

(Not for student use) 

_____________________________'s Communication Profile

                                                    (Name)

Team: _________________         Qtr: _____________        Year: ___________________

I communicate most comfortably using ____ASL, written English____________ because

ASL is my first language and I am most comfortable using ASL with deaf people and hearing people who sign.  I also use written English to communicate with hearing people because it is easier than gesturing and I can give details and facts.  I also written English with my pager and email but in a shorter form because I know I have to be brief.

I communicate with my family using (check all that apply)

____ signing  ___ writing  ___ speaking  ___ listening   ___ gestures   ___ lipreading

I understand family members _______% if the time because:
Family members understand me ______% of the time because:

I communicate with non-signing people using (check all that apply)

____ signing ___ writing   ___ speaking   ___ listening   ___ gestures   ___ lipreading

I understand non-signing people _______% if the time because:
Non-signing people understand me ______% of the time because:

If someone does not understand me: (check all that apply)


_____
I repeat what I signed/said


_____
I write or e-mail


_____
I gesture


_____
I use my voice


_____
I give up or get angry


_____
Other (describe) __________________________________

If I do not understand someone: (check all that apply)


_____
I ask him/her to repeat what he/she signed/said


_____
I ask him/her to write


_____
I ask him/her to use different words (rephrase)


_____
I give up or get angry


_____
Other (describe) __________________________________

If I get frustrated during communication I: 

Try to remain calm and try to rephrase what I say to make myself more clear.  If that still doesn’t work, then I may take a break and try to communicate later.  If writing helps, then I will do that.    

If someone tries to tell me something I do not like I:

I try to listen to what they say without becoming frustrated.  I ask questions if I do not understand what they mean.  I am polite and do not tell them they are wrong.  After the conversation, I think about what they said and decide what to do about it.

When I communicate with an adult or am making a presentation, I change my communication by  _signing slow, signing clear, and spelling out abbreviations_ because:

I want the adult or audience to understand me clearly.  If I sign too fast or sloppy, I will have to repeat myself.  I should try to make myself understood the first time.
When I sign (or talk)


my pace is: too fast/fine/too slow because:


my fingerspelling is: too fast/at the right pace/too slow because:

When I sign (or talk), other people think


my pace is: too fast/fine/too slow because:


my fingerspelling is: too fast/at the right pace/too slow because:


my signs are clear: most of the time/some of the time/very little of the time because:

I do/do not use hearing aids, a cochlear implant, or assistive listening devices because:

Describe how you use the white pages and the yellow pages of a telephone book:

I would use the white pages to find the phone numbers for individuals (residential numbers) or businesses listed in that section.  I would use the yellow pages to find phone numbers for businesses and services.  The yellow pages is called the classified section of the telephone book.

At home I have:  (check all that apply)

______ TTY

______TV with captions or a decoder
______ visual smoke alarm ______ flashing light for the phone _______ flashing light for the front door 
______ e-mail

______ alpha-numeric pager (e.g. Wyndtell pager)
______ webcam

When I use written communication (note, e-mail, pager) I must remember to:

· Identify who I am sending my communication to.

· State the topic of my communication.

· Use appropriate language and register (is it formal or informal, with someone I know or don’t know.

· Include all important background information and details.

· Not use any inappropriate language (curse words, slang words).

· If I ask questions, make them clear (use “?” and question words).

· Include my first and last name (unless friend or family – then first name only).
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