Portfolios for Student Growth

Suggested Eight Week Plan
Below are suggested guidelines – modify them in any way that works for the students on your team.  To the extent possible, students should be directly involved in planning and developing their portfolios (varies by team and student)
Week One

· What are portfolios, why are portfolios important, how do people use portfolios (design an activity – could be KWL)

· Activity - What do portfolios look like?  (For Team 6/7/8 – we can supply a model freshman portfolio and a senior portfolio; for other teams you could borrow one from the next team to share with students)

· What do we noticed about the portfolio?

· What makes it a “good” portfolio?

· What will we have to do to create a portfolio like that?

· Share the eight week plan with students so they see a model of what a plan looks like.
Week Two

· Developing portfolio books and covers

· Students assume responsibility (with teacher guidance) to make their portfolio with the five sections and a personalized cover.

· Use this as an opportunity to review the five outcomes

· Review key concepts: evidence, reflection, organization
Week Three

· Essential Knowledge – reviewing the meaning and gathering evidence

· Group develops or reviews the definition (so it is consistent with the outcomes) and generates examples of what they could include in their portfolios

· Students should start to think about and identify evidence rather than having teachers/staff telling them exactly what to include.  Students will likely need prompting and guiding though to understand the concept

· Student selects evidence and writes a reflection on the evidence (either on each piece or a summary reflection based on all pieces depending on knowledge and skills of student and time in portfolio class)

Weeks Four-Seven – similar to week Three but focusing on a different outcome

General approach and concepts are the same
· Group develops/reviews the definition (to be consistent with the outcomes).  They generate examples of what to include in portfolios

· Students start to think about and identify evidence rather than having teachers/staff telling them exactly what to include.

· Student selects evidence and writes a reflection on the evidence (either on each piece or a summary reflection based on all pieces depending on knowledge and skills of student and time in portfolio class)
Week Four - Communication – review the meaning and gathering evidence
Week Five - Thinking Skills
· Critical, creative, problem-solving/decision-making and meta-cognition (thinking about thinking)
Week Six - Emotional Intelligence (EQ) – review the meaning and gathering evidence

Week Seven - Life Planning – review the meaning and gathering evidence
· Suggestions from Lynn Olden – could include an interest inventory, life plan, materials from Transition Lab (for those involved), etc.   Students should start to think about and identify evidence rather than having teachers/staff telling them exactly what to include.  

Week Eight

· Summary reflections and sharing portfolios
· Students complete summary reflection that asks them to review all of their evidence and synthesize it (see what the evidence tells them about their learning in all of the outcomes)
· Students share selected evidence from their portfolio in their advisory group
